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answer to the following questions. Is there life after death?

What's it like?

SooN You Wrr-r- Wlrr
It started ages ago, a thousand centuries ago, but let's skip all

those yesterdays and begin last Tuesdayr It is a day you wake

up hungover and empty of thought, which is true of most days.

You wake up in an endless waiting room. You look around and

it's a dream and, for once, you know it's a dream and you're

huppy to wait it out. A11 things pass, especially dreams.

You are wearing a safarijacket and fadedjeans and cannot

remember hor,l. you got here. You ',vear one shoe and have

three chains and a camera around 1'our neck. The camera is

)'ollr trusty Nikon 3Sl though its lens is smashed and its
casing is cracked. You look through the vieufinder and all you

see is mud. Time to wake up, Maali boy. You pinch yourself
and it hurts, less like a short stab and more like the hollow
ache of an insult.

You know what it's like to not trust your own mind. That
LSD trip at the Smoking Rock Circus rn 1,973, hugging
an araliya tree in Viharamahadevi Park for three hours. The

ninefv-hour poker marathon, where you won seventeen lakhs

and then lost fifteen of thern. Your first shelling in Mullaitiwr
1984, stuffed in a bunker of terrified parents and screaming

children. Waking in hospital, aged nineteen, not remembering

your Amma's face or how much you loathed it.
You are in a queue, shouting at a woman in a r,vhite sari

seated behind a fibreglass counter. Who hasnt been furious
at women behind counters before? Certainly not you. Most
Lankans are silent seethers, but you like to complain at the

top ofyour lungs.
'Not saying your fault. Not saying my fault. But mistakes

happen, no? Especially in government oIfices. What to do?'

'This is not a goverrlment ofllce.'

,; ilt:.

'I dont care, Aunty. I'm just sai'i.-.,
photos to share. I'm in a committe; :. -.

'I am not your Aunty.'
You look around. Behind 1oL. r _-

piliars and snakes along the ',va11s, T::. -

one appears to be exhaling smoke ,:: :_
like a car park with no cars, or a m:i:-i:- -

sell. The ceiling is high and held bi : : -
irregular intervals across a spratlii-ia -. .:-:
large lift doors mark the far end aic : - :

and out of them.

Even close up, the figures look r- -:
skin and have eyes that blaze in c-- -

bro."vn folk. Some are dressed rl :- -

have dried blood on their clothe:r : r :

\11 are shouting at the woman r:t ',, 
_

h:u'ing conversations with each .- - 
_

llavbe everyone is asking the same :,.,
betting man (which you are), \-oL1c :.:ri.
hallucination) mosI likely induced b-, -_..

The woman opens a large reeisi- >

dorvn r,vith neither lnterest nor :.-:._
details. Name?'

'Malinda Albert Kabalana.'
'One syllable, please.'
'NIaali.'
'You know r.vhat a svllable isi'
'NIaal.'

'Thank you. Religion?'
'None.'
'How si111,. Cause of death?'
'Dorit remember.'
'Time since death?'
'Dont know.'
-rLlvo.
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-lne swarrn of souls presses closer, berating and badgering

the rvon.ian in wl-rite. lbu gaze upon the pallid faces, sunken

e],es in broken heads, squinted in rage and pirin and confusion.

The pr.rpils are in shades of bruises and scabs. Scrambled

bror.vns, bLues and greens -. all of 'which disregard y-ou. You

l-rarre lived in refugee calnps, visited street markets at noor,

and fhllen asleep at packed casincs. Tne heave rif humanity is

ne'+er picturesqrie.This heave throngs towards you and heaves

)/oil away {rom the counter.

Lankans caiit queue. Unless you define a queue as an

amorphous curve with multiple entry points. This appears tc-r

be a gathering point for those r.vith questions about their death.

There are multiple counters and irate customers clamour over

griils to shout abuse at the few behind the bars. The afterlife is

a tax office and er.eryone wants their rebate.

You are pushed to one side by an Amma with a young child
on her hip. The child stares at you as if 1'ou have smashed its

favourite toy. The mother's hair is caked in blood which stains

her dress and smears her face. 'What about our Madura?

What has happened to him? He was in the back seat with us.

He saw the bus before the driver did."
'Holv many times to te1l madam? Your son is still living.

Don't r,r,-orr1i be happlr'
This comes {iom the man fiom the other counter, who

r"r,-ears a rn'hite smock and an Afro and looks like Moses from

the big book. His voice rumbles like tire ocean and his eyes

are the pale yellovr of beaten eggs. He repeats the title of last

year's rnost annoying song and then opens a ledger book of
his own.

You take another picttire,'lvhich is what you clo when you

dont knorv'u'l4rat else to. You attempt to capture this car park
of chaos, but all y()u see are cracks in the lens.

It is easy to telt 'uvho is staff and who isnt. The fbrmer

carry register books and stand arolrnd smiling; the iatter look
unhinged. They pace, then stop, then stare into sp:rce. Some

ro11 their heads and wail. llhe stail- ; - :-

anything, especially the souis ther- are r.
Now lvould be an excelient time l-

Vru rare11, remember vour dreams ;.i .i.
chance of it stici<ing is iess than ,.r d,-:- -

u.ont remember being here anv mr-,:;

learning to walk. You've taken Jaki's .il --

trippv dream. What else could it be:
And then you notice a figure leenl:- =

corner, dressed in what seems to be lL r--.,
looks to be neither staff nor custome :. .l:

crorvd and its green e)'es shine like ; r-.

Thel'fall upon you and linger for long:: -

head nods and the eyes do not break s:.2:
Above the figure, a sign reads:

DO NOT VTSTT Cgit,tETERiES
Next to it is a notice with an arro\l':
.' EAR CHECKS AT LEVEL FOG.I
You turn back to the woman behr:::

lrv again.'This is a mistake. I don't e..-, .

nr-e a day.'The woman seen:rs familia::.
lles are to her. For a moment, the jostir::.
:rorrent, it feels like you are all the re 1.

Aiyo! Every excuse I have heard. \
:1 en the suicides.You thinkl wanted:.., .-.'
::1ht and ten r,vhen they shot n're. \\-::.: :

',r-on't heip. Be patient and wait lolii :.-

.';n.\Ve are short-staffed and lookin:- - -

She looks up and raises her voice ;: -,
'\bu all have seven mocns.'
'\Vhat's a mooni' asks a girl u-ir:: .

i-,olcls the hand of a boywith a cracke: ..:
'Seven moons is seven nights. Sele :: , :

rhan enough time.'
"Thouqht a moon was a n-Ionth:'
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